CHAPTER IV
A GENERAL SKETCH OF ELECTRIC ACTIVITIES

THE air brake and its allies and dependencies have been
considered. We shall now take up Westinghouse's elec-
trical activities in a general way. Later chapters will show
in more detail how they developed in the gradual building
up of a new art.

The general development of the electric art came on in
great waves; first arc lighting, next incandescent lighting,
then the trolley and the single-phase alternating current
at about the same period, and finally polyphase alternating
current and transmission of power. Of all these stages
Westinghouse was conscious; in all of them he had a part;
in one of them, the most important, he took a commanding
place. The most important stage was the use of alternating
current. This story will be told in detail later. Let us con-
sider here in a general way the relations of Westinghouse
to the new art of harnessing electricity for the use and con-
venience of man.

But first it may not be out of the way to glance at a few
very elementary things. Much will be said about direct
current and alternating current, and it will be found that
Westinghouse's greatest electrical achievement was to hast-
en the use of the alternating current, a long step in human
progress.

"Current" is a conventional and arbitrary term, accepted
years ago, to express the passing of electric energy from
one place to another. It is said to "flow" through, or on,